
2446 

Northridge 
Transit Oriented District 

Neighborhood 
Implementation Plan and 

Strategy 

DRAFT 

Citywide Planning Division 
Department of City Planning 

City of Los Angeles 





CHAPTER IV. CIRCULATION 

A. EXISTING CONDITIONS 
Project Area Street System 
The Metrolink Park-and-Ride Station and Existing Trips 
Traffic Impacts of the TOD Project at Wilbur Avenue 

B. TRAFFIC MITIGATION MEASURES 
Intersection Mitigation - Measures 
Extension of Wilbur Avenue 
Fixed Route Transit Service and Other TriD Reduction Measures 

CHAPTER V. SUMMARY 





The land use, urban design, open space and streetscape recommendations of this plan generally 
extend out one-quarter mile from the Northridge Station. This one-quarter mile radius is the typical 
standard for the distance pedestrians will willingly walk to surrounding uses. 

This Neighborhood Implementation Plan does not advocate, stimulate or create more population 
growth. The Neighborhood Plan relies for its population projections on the community plan update 
of the Northridge Community Plan's population growth estimates. 

B. HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 

In 1906, when the Southern Pacific railroad built a railroad from Los Angeles to Santa Barbara, a 
station-stop was located on land north of the tracks and just west of Reseda Boulevard off of Eddy 
Street. At this time the San Fernando Valley was an agricultural area. By the 1920's this stop was 
amajor shipping center for produce. After World War I1 the Valley developed quickly into suburban 
residential tracts to accommodate the demand for housing by returning servicemen and their 
families. Reflecting the changing land uses in the Valley, the Eddy Street station was torn down. 

The current station site, west of the former depot and south of the tracks, was opened shortly after 
the 1994 Northridge earthquake as a temporary train stop for commuters who were unable to use 
damaged freeways. The parcel chosen for the station stop was owned by the City of Los Angeles 
and Metrolink was able to acquire this land quickly. The land was vacant, adjacent to the tracks and 
required little investment to set up the existing parking lot and platform. 

C. NORTHFUDGE METROLINK STATION SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA 

The Northridge Metrolink Station is located in an area surrounded by a single-family residential area 
north of the railroad tracks. Northeast of the station site a power line right-of-way transverses a 
residential area. To the northwest is a flood control basin for Aliso Canyon Wash. The power lines 
continue to a site east of the station that is owned by the Department of Water and Power. They 
continue south of the station along Aliso Canyon Wash. To the south is a multi-family residential 
neighborhood. Different industrial uses exist to the east and west of the station including a junkyard 
immediately west of the station. 

Although the station site is suitable for an emergency train station, certain challenges have to be 
considered if the goal is to increase Metrolink ridership and revitalize the surrounding area with 
compatible transit-friendly uses - namely, accessibility. The station is not visible from Parthenia 
Street and only a small sign marks the entrance to the station site. There is also no vehicular and 
pedestrian connection to the north side of the tracks. The Department of Public Works yard and the 
Department of Water and Power switching station, major industrial-type sites, are not susceptible 
to change. 

Another station-area urban design challenge is the fact that there are few amenities in the vicinity 
of the Metrolink Station. The industrial uses to the north, south and west are older, poorly 
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opportunity to connect the Metrolink station with other major trip generator land uses in the area 
including the Northridge Fashion Center, other major commercial developments along Tampa 
Avenue and California State University Northridge. This transit shuttle service is seen as a 
significant opportunity to help mitigate traffic impacts by reducing automobile trips on the adjacent 
street system and achieve the trip reduction goals as indicated in the Northridge TIMP. 

CHAPTER V. SUMMARY 

The Northridge Neighborhood Implementation Plan is an implementing tool for the Northridge 
Community Plan, and is intended as a tool the community can use to help revitalize its 
neighborhood. It is designed to help guide and stimulate growth, and to make Northridge a more 
attractive and liveable place to live and work. The Plan envisions physical changes, as new 
development occurs, that will enhance commercial activity, employment, transit access, pedestrian 
environment, and public amenities, and to increase the compatibility of businesses and residential 
neighborhoods. 

The Plan encourages increased ridership and use of the commuter rail system at the Northridge 
Metrolink Station. The Plan accomplishes this through urban design and land use standards more 
in keeping with the increased investment in public transit. The Plan envisions the station site 
developed with an above-grade parking structure that can serve increased numbers of commuters. 
Wilbur Avenue is connected north to south by building a new underpass beneath the railroad tracks. 
East and west of the station, new light industrial and flexible high technology office uses are 
encouraged. Existing housing south and west of the station is rehabilitated while new townhouse 
style housing is developed on infill sites north of the station. An open space network of trails and 
active and passive recreational space is developed at the underutilized debris basin, along the 
drainage washes and at Department of Water and Power right-of-ways. 
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